
 

 
 
March 26, 2020 
 

Dear Oconto Middle and High School Parents, 
 

These are unprecedented times- not only for our country but for our education system. In the next two                  
pages, we hope to explain what learning will look like for our students in grades 5 through 12 during                   
our “indefinite” closure. 

The premise behind online learning 
While some school districts are not pursuing online learning opportunities, we will be creating              
learning opportunities in a virtual space. Now that schools have been closed indefinitely, we have               
an obligation to provide learning opportunities for our students. It may be messy, but we are up to                  
the challenge. 

An overview of online learning 
Online learning will begin the week of March 23rd. On the 23rd and 24th we trained our teachers to                   
use two online tools. One for communication and the other for providing a repository of lessons.                
The communication tool is Zoom and the other is Google Classroom. Today is only Wednesday               
and I already see lessons being uploaded to Google Classroom. Remember, some of our teachers               
didn’t use either tool 48 hours ago, but now are fully engaged and trying to provide learning                 
opportunities in a new space.  Give them a virtual high five!  

Daily time expectations 
The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has provided some guidelines around online            
instructional time, including 4.5 hours daily for grades 9-12 and 3.5 hours daily for grades 6-8.                
However, there are no longer instructional minutes required by DPI, so these times are suggestions               
only. 
 
I don’t recommend working online for 4.5 hours. Encourage your children to explore their own               
interests; seek intrinsic motivators. Also remember the importance of reading. I do recommend             
holding tight to a minimum of daily reading.  20-30 minutes would NOT be too much. 

Grading of online coursework 
Teachers will enter at least one assignment, probably more, per class per week into Google               
Classroom. Without face-to-face contact, teachers will provide individual feedback through Google           
Classroom, Zoom, text, email, or phone calls. Grading will not come in the form of percentages or                 
letters, but in the form of feedback. We have many students that are not able to access online                  
learning due to technology limitations which becomes an equity issue.  
 
The 3rd quarter will remain open until our return. This provides a great opportunity for students with                 
missing work to submit the work or communicate with their teacher. 

 



Communication with students and parents 
Please direct specific questions regarding coursework to the individual teacher. Our district is             
committed to using our website. If you haven’t visited recently, please do so as our Outreach &                 
Communication Coordinator has done an excellent job of freshening up our site. We are trying to                
streamline the communication for you.  We know there has been plenty to read! 

What can students do between now and our return? 
Students should check their email multiple times daily. I know they would prefer Snapchat or               
TikTok, but email works best for school communication. Please encourage them to stay positive. I               
know this time is trying for our seniors as they have lost some experiences during their final stretch.                  
Let them lean on us, the adults. 

Need technology support? 
Our IT Department is good at providing assistance related to Chromebooks and our school              
resources that your children use. They will attempt to help with your school provided chromebook               
but due to the many different home connections this might not be possible. For WIFI connectivity                
issues you should contact your internet provider first. If you need further assistance, please contact               
our help line:  help@oconto.k12.wi.us 

Does your child need to speak to someone in Student Services? 
Covid-19 may be difficult for some of our students to overcome. Our two counselors will be                
available through email and Zoom during these challenging times. I know that scheduling and              
senior topics are already on the radar.  Stay tuned for more information.  
 
Middle School:  Mrs. Jahnke  erin.jahnke@oconto.k12.wi.us 
High School:     Mrs. Learst    sarah.learst@oconto.k12.wi.us 
 

 
Engaging in online learning will be a learning experience for both our students and our staff. Please                 
be patient with some of the early challenges that we will likely encounter with our launch into this new                   
platform. This is an opportunity to try new teaching strategies and methods, some of which will later                 
be integrated into our regular classrooms. Hopefully, we will be back to school soon so that we can                  
work with our students in-person! 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

 
 
Adam DeWitt 
Principal 
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